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Moira's politics, and liad not even read Ms speecli or tlie Chan-
cellor's reply.

Abercroniby immediately after issuing his orders went on a
tour of inspection in Ulster ; and during his absence a cabal of
the most formidable kind was instigated against him, which was
greatly assisted by the serious illness of Pelham.    Among the
Pelham Papers there is the draft of a curious letter, written bu*fc
not sent by Pelham to the Duke of Portland, detailing what
occurred.    Pelham asserts that he had himself much reason to
complain.    His health in the beginning of 1798 was so broken,
that he had begged to be relieved of his post; but he received no
tiuswer till the eve of the meeting of Parliament; when he was
entreated to continue in office, and was obliged to undertake the
management of the session, and among other things to give the
official view of Abercromby's "orders.    In his own opinion, the
description Abercromby gave of the state of the army was per-
fectly true, although the word c licentiousness' was an injudicious
one to use, and although part of the orders could not be recon-
ciled with the proclamation of May 18.    Pelham, by travelling
through Ireland, had painfully convinced himself that the disci-
pline of the army had been steadily declining up to the period
of the arrival of Abercromby.    He had, therefore, no hesitation
in justifying Abercromby completely  in Parliament, and his
4 open and explicit justification5 there, was at the time unanswered
and uncensured.    But no sooner had his illness become so serious
that he was confined to his bed, than the Chancellor, the Speaker,
and many others talked openly of impeaching Abercromby, and
employing every means to punish and degrade him.    Dinners
were got up to bring together politicians of different types
with this object, and a fixed resolve was expressed cto get rid
of him.'    The Speaker, standing at the bar of the House of
Lords to deliver the money Bills, took occasion, in the course of
his address to the Lord Lieutenant, to commit the House of
Commons against Abercromby by expressing the full confidence
of the House in (the high discipline ' of the army.    The mea-
sure, however, Pelham wrote, was not full till  * Your Grace
thought fit, in declaring the sentiments of the British Cabinet,
to give countenance to the cabal here, ... to condemn without
bearing, not only Sir Ralph Abercromby, but Lord Camden.3   It